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NEW SCHOLARSHIP REWARDS UM STUDENTS 
WORKING AT CO-TEACH PRESCHOOL.
MISSOULA -
Former Missoula residents Donald and Marni Wattam and their son, D.J., have 
established a scholarship endowment at The University of Montana for outstanding student 
employees working at a campus-based preschool.
The Wattams established the $25,000 endowment through UM’s historic $100 million 
campaign, “Invest in Discovery.” During the campaign, 471 undergraduate scholarships and 
58 graduate fellowships have been created or enhanced.
Each year an outstanding Co-Teach Preschool student employee will be awarded the 
$1,000 D.J. Wattam Scholarship. Founded more than 26 years ago, Co-Teach is an inclusive, 
model preschool for 3- to 5-year-old children with or without disabilities. The program is 
administered by the UM education school’s Division of Education Research and Service.
In 2004 the Wattams enrolled their son, D .J., in Co-Teach, where he attended 
preschool for two years. They were impressed by the high level of service and commitment 
demonstrated by the Co-Teach staff and UM student paraeducators.
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"Our desire to create this scholarship was to express our deepest appreciation for the 
staff at DERS (Co-Teach) for providing a safe learning environment for students of all needs 
and to aid in the educational goals of a future educator," Mrs. Wattam said.
Mr. Wattam added, "The scholarship provides an opportunity to honor D .J.’s insatiable 
curiosity, love of learning and unconditional acceptance regardless of exceptionality that 
blossomed during his time at Co-Teach."
The first UM student to be awarded the D.J. Wattam Scholarship is Stefanie Romero, 
who has worked at Co-Teach since August 2005. A junior from McCall, Idaho, she is 
majoring in fine arts/drama and minoring in human and family development with an emphasis 
in early childhood.
Romero says she enjoys working with young children with diverse abilities and was 
inspired to do so by her brother with Asperger’s Syndrome. She will be presented with the 
award and honored for her service at the April 27 School of Education scholarship luncheon. 
The Wattam Family will attend and have the opportunity to meet the worthy recipient.
“We are incredibly appreciative of the Wattam Family for the establishment of this 
endowment and the opportunity to recognize Stefanie for her dedication and significant 
contributions,” said Rick van den Pol, Co-Teach founder and director. “Students like Stefanie 
make Co-Teach the dynamic and successful preschool that it is .”
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